


JOINING

Joining a Morris Side is great fun!  We dance at 
local pubs and on Poole Quay on Thursday 
evenings during the summer, and attend many 
events at weekends.  We're often invited to folk 
festivals.

To join Anonymous Morris, you'll probably be 
over 16, reasonably fit, keen to learn an 
energetic style of dance, and able to attend 
our weekly practice at 7:30 on Thursday 
evenings during the autumn and winter months 
in Old Town First School in Poole.  We're within 
an easy walk of the bus and railway station, 
have free parking in the school playground, and 
may be able to offer a lift if you live near one of 
us.

Morris Dancing isn't a pagan religion, so there's 
no 'mystery' about it.  We're a mixed side, with 
both male and female dancers.  Some of us 
bring our partners along when we 'dance out' in 
the summer.

Anonymous Morris take their name from the 
'blacked-up' faces that many historical dancers 
used to hide their identity, but we're proud to be 
part of the family of Morris Sides in Dorset.  
Above all, we have fun keeping the ancient 
tradition of Morris Dancing alive.

HOW TO JOIN

From mid-September to the second weekend in 
June, just turn up at one of our practice nights, 
Thursdays, 7:30 at Old Town First School in Poole, 
or telephone us on 07761 463834

During the summer, come and join us when 
we're dancing out.  To find out when and 
where, see our website, AnonymousMorris.co.uk 
or give us a phone call on 07761 463834.

LEARNING

When you come to your first practice, you will 
start by learning one of our easier dances.  You 
will be taught along with other new dancers by 
our dance foreman Henry Proctor.  Henry's a 
great dancer and an excellent teacher, so you'll 
be learning from the best!

When you've learned the basic steps and can 
dance one or two dances properly, you'll have 
the chance to put your kit together.  This consists 
of a purple tatter jacket, a top hat and a set of 
bells.  You will need to provide your own black 

shirt and trousers (we can get these at half price 
from the local stockist of pirate costumes).  You'll 
be given the fabric to make your tatter jacket; if 
you're not handy with a needle, you may be able 
to persuade the 'Ragman' to help.  Top hats can 
be bought for around £30, the side may be able 
to help with the cost if you're unemployed.

With Anonymous Morris you will get the 
opportunity to learn Border Morris dances from a 
variety of sources, both traditional and modern.  
As soon as you can do one or more of the 
dances confidently, you will be able to join 
Anonymous Morris 'dancing out' at a pub or one 
of our many events.

MUSICIANS

We also welcome musicians.  Morris is a living 
tradition and live music is very much a part of that 
tradition.  We couldn’t dance without the support 
of our musicians.  If you play a traditional 
instrument (or would like to learn one), please 
come along to our practice sessions, where the 
band will make you very welcome.

Henry leading the dancers o� Poole Quay


